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First Presbyterian Church

201 S. High St.
Kirksville, MO

November 16, 2025 — 237 Sunday after Pentecost

We Gather to Worship

Prelude
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Welcome

*Call to Worship
Sing praises to the Lord, for God has done gloriously; let us sing God’s praises throughout all the
earth. Shout aloud and sing for joy, from the highest peaks, to the deepest caverns. Shout aloud
and sing for joy, from the tiniest creatures, to the greatest herds. Shout aloud and sing for joy, in
the midst of our joys and our sorrows. Shout aloud and sing for joy, as we come to worship the
God of all creation!

*QGathering Prayer

*Hymn 403  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
God of peace we confess we are a people of fear. We have let anxiety rule our days and
worry our nights. We have been distracted by nerves and focused on tension. We confess
we have ignored your command to not be afraid. Forgive us, O God. Calm our hearts,
settle our stomachs, and renew in us the ability to find our comfort in you. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Assurance

Passing the Peace

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.



23rd Sunday after Pentecost

*Response “Glory be to the Father” Hymn 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word

*Prayer of Illumination
God of the earthquake and the silence, quiet in us any voice but your own, that by the
power of the Holy Spirit we might hear, and in hearing we might believe, and in believing
we might act, making way for your new creation. Amen.

*Song of Preparation “Lord, Prepare Me” Hymn 701
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

Scripture:
[We will speak of God’s deeds of power

in our own language.]

[Hear the word of the Lord.]

Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 65:17-25 Old Testament pg 696
New Testament Lesson 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 New Testament pg 207
Old Testament Lesson Isaiah 12 Old Testament pg 641
(The congregation will respond by reading the even numbered verses)
Special Music “O, Praise the Lord, My Soul” Adult Choir
By Judy Hunnicutt
Gospel Lesson Luke 21:5-19 New Testament pg 85
Message “Love’s Labour’s Won” Dr. Chad Mohler

*Hymn 700  “I’'m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”

We Respond in Faith

* Affirmation of Faith Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus
Christ his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy
catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.




23rd Sunday after Pentecost

*Response “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”’ Hymn 469
Lord, listen to your children praying. Lord, send your spirit in this place.
Lord, listen to your children praying. Send us love; send us power; send us grace.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Opportunities for Ministry
Presby Women - Presby Women will be meeting November 20th at 2:00 p.m. at the home of
Jan Hartje. All women are welcome and encouraged to attend.
Advent Decorating - On Sunday, November 23rd, will be decorating for Advent in the
Sanctuary immediately following Worship. Please consider staying after to help decorate for the
Advent and Christmas season. The more hands we have, the less time it will take.

White Gift Service - As you probably noticed when you walked in, the tree is up! The White
Gift Service will be December 7th. Gifts this year will be going to the Clothes

Closet. Suggested items: Full size laundry detergent, full size hygiene products, new blankets
and gloves, as well as food kits.

Pantry for Adair County - PAC is collecting for its annual Blessing Boxes they hand out in
December to all families visiting the pantry. Their goal is 600 boxes which costs around
$9,000. Any monetary donations above the $9,000 will be used to buy food for the pantry. We
are also doing the monthly collection of Peanut Butter.

Church Office Closure - The church office remains closed at this time, but please feel free to
call Becky on her cell phone or reach her via the church email: office@presbykv.org.

Clothes Closet - The Clothes Closet is in need of clothing donations as well as volunteers to
work when they are open on Tuesdays and Saturdays.

November 30th Fellowship - Since there are 5 Sundays in November, the 5th Sunday will be
“Thanksgiving for Brunch.” Find those brunch recipes that use Thanksgiving leftovers and bring
to share for Fellowship.

Offering “Amazing Grace” Adult Choir
Arr. Donald Moore

*Doxology Hymn 606
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn 757  “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”


mailto:office@presbykv.org

23rd Sunday after Pentecost

We Depart to Serve

Charge and Blessing
Sung Benediction Hymn 70  “What Does the Lord Require of You?”

Postlude

Weekly Calendar
Sunday, November 16 - Dr. Chad Mohler

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School; 10:00 a.m. - Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. — Worship
Tuesday, November 18

9:00 a.m. - Clothes Closet Sorting Group; 1:00 p.m. - Clothes Closet open to Organizations
Wednesday, November 19

6:30 p.m. - Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, November 20

2:00 p.m. - Presby Women
Saturday, November 22

10:00 a.m. - Clothes Closet open to Public
Sunday, November 23 - Dr. Paul Yoder

9:30 a.m. - Sunday School; 10:00 a.m. - Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. — Worship
Tuesday, November 25

9:00 a.m. - Clothes Closet Sorting Group
Saturday, November 29

10:00 a.m. - Clothes Closet open to Public

Attendance November 9, 2025
In person — 29
Online — 6

Church Office Hours This Week
Church office closed

November Food of the Month for PAC
Peanut Butter

Fellowship Time
Today - Catered
Next Sunday - Deacons




GATHERING

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 403
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In the first stanza “Zion” is not a general synonym for Jerusalem but a reference to the part of the city where
the Temple stood. It prepares the way for the interior temple of the heart in stanza two. The pre-existing tune
is by a prominent German Reformed hymnwriter.

TEXT: Benjamin Schmolck, 1732; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Joachim Neander, 1680; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863, alt.
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Glory Be to the Father

SERVICE MUSIC

581
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TEXT: Trad. liturgical text
MUSIC: Henry W. Greatorex, 1851

GLORIA PATRI (Greatorex)



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

Lord, Prepare Me

701
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The lines given here convey the central message of the longer song for which they form the refrain. The
principal Scripture reference is 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, Paul’s reminder to the Christians at Corinth that “[they]
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in [them].”

TEXT: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs, 1982

MUSIC: John Thompson and Randy Scruggs, 1982; arr. Nylea L. Butler-Moore
Text and Music © 1982 Full Armor Music Publishing Co.

Music Arr. © 2013 Full Armor Music Publishing Co. (admin. in the U.S.A. Peermusic lll, Ltd./Hal Leonard Corp.)

SANCTUARY
Irregular



DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

/00 I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
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, God can wuse me an-y -
3 I'm gon-na pray so (pray so)
4 I'm gon-na sing so (sing so)
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This African American spiritual has more depth than may at first appear: for people who are bound in
slavery to sing about dedicating themselves to God’s use shows a profound awareness of God-given self-
worth despite circumstances that would deny their human or spiritual value.

TEXT: African American spiritual I’M GONNA LIVE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Wendell P. Whalum, 1984 Irregular
Music Arr. © Estate of Wendell P. Whalum




Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 469
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This chorus from a longer song has become a popular sung prayer for the presence of the Holy Spirit. Easily
memorized, it makes a very suitable sung response at appropriate points during a series of prayer concerns
or with repeated singing can open or close a time of prayer.

TEXT and MUSIC: Ken Medema, 1970 CHILDREN PRAYING
Text and Music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company Irregular



SERVICE MUSIC
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*Or “God”

TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1695, 1709
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/57  Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples
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This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.

TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985 KINGSFOLD
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 CMD
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

What Does the Lord Require of You? 70
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*The three melodic phrases may be sung consecutively, as a

This text is a very slight paraphrase of the latter part of Micah 6:8. That

canon, or in any combination.

verse sums up in a single sentence

the legal, ethical, and covenantal requirements of religion. The intertwining of these commitments can be

suggested by singing these phrases in an overlapping canon.

TEXT and MUSIC: Jim Strathdee, 1986
Text and Music © 1986 Desert Flower Music

MOON
Irregular
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