DECEMBER 2005

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3
Drama Rehearsal, 6:30 pm

4 5 6|7 8 9 10

Campus Meal, 5:30 pm Senior High PYF, 7:00 pm | Drama Rehearsal, 6:30 pm | Bible Study, 1:00 pm Budget & Fin., 1:30 pm Presby Seniors, 9:00 am
Operation J.0.Y ., 3:30 pm [ Drama Rehearsal, 6:30 pm at Ponderosa
Mid-High PYF, 3:30 pm Drama Rehearsal, 9:30
Choir, 7:00 pm am—12:00 noon

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

No after-church brunch Senior High PYF, 7:00 pm | Session/Deacons, 7:00 pm | Bible Study, 1:00 pm

White Gift Service, Operation ]J.O.Y. and

5:30 pm Mid-High PYF Party,

Reception, 6:30 pm 3:30 pm
Choir, 7:00 pm

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Senior High PYF, 7:00 pm Bible Study, 1:00 pm Office Closed Christmas Eve Service,
Personnel Committee, No Operation J.O.Y. or 5:30 pm
7:00 Pm Mid-High PYF

Choir, 7:00 pm

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Christmas Day Office Closed C.E. Committee, 7:00 pm | Bible Study, 1:00 pm

Informal Presbyterian Women, No Operation J.O.Y. or

Service, 7:00 pm Mid-High PYF

9:30 AM
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Growth and Fellowship

Sundays at 9:30 am
Coffee and fellowship after service.

Sundays at 10:45 am

Mondays at 7:00 pm
Operation

Wednesdays at 3:30 pm

Sundays at 5:30 pm

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

Saturday, December 10, 9:00 am

Meet at Ponderosa

L1 #
Tuesday, December 27, 7:00 pm

#H $h
Sunday, December 11, 5:30 pm

&
Saturday, December 24, 5:30 pm

Communion will be served.

Sunday, December 25, 9:30 am

Informal service; all are welcome.

the LANTERN
Publisher: First Presbyterian Church
Editor: Scott Thatcher
thatcher(@truman.edu

Open Your Heart

You are cor-
dially invited to
attend this year’s
annual White Gift
Service, to be held
at 5:30 PM on
Sunday, December
11! As always, the service will give
congregation members the opportu-
nity to give gifts to local families for
whom resources are tight this holiday
season. Brenda Matheney reports
that four families have been identified
so far, and that each is very thankful
for the help.

The gift tags for each family
member are located on the Christ-
mas tree in the Narthex. As always,
the tags are anonymous and color-
coded by family. When you bring

your wrapped gift to the service,

$ 1

A Presbyterian tradition for al-
most seventy years, the Christmas
Joy Offering is one of the four special
offerings designated by the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) to provide congregations di-
rect ways of supporting speciﬁc caus-
es that help those in need.

Fifty percent of the receipts to the
Christmas Joy Offering are distribut-
ed to the Board of Pensions for assis-
tance programs that provide support
to retired and active church workers

and their spouses and families. The

i $

please make sure that the tag is at-
tached firmly to the outside of the
package so that the gifts may be easi-
ly directed to the correct person.

Cash donations are also accepted,
with proceeds being directed to the
Stubbins Memorial Regional Family
and Youth Center.

This year’s White Gift Service will
include a dramatic presentation titled
Open Hearts in Bethlehem, choir an-
them, and finger-food reception after
the service. There will be no second-
Sunday brunch after the morning
service, and you are encouraged to
bring a dish to the evening reception
instead.

Thanks to all of you who have al-
ways made this service a meaningful
event, and we look forward to seeing

you this year!
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other fifty percent supports Presby-
terian-related racial ethnic education
through the National Ministries Divi-
sion of the General Assembly Coun-
cil.

Please prayerfully consider a spe-
cial gift to this offering.
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the LANTERN is a monthly publication of
First Presbyterian Church in Kirksville, Mis-
souri. Letters to the Editor, articles, photos
and comments are all welcome. All letters
must be signed; the newsletter can refuse to
print any letter. All rights are reserved. No
portion of this newsletter may be reprinted
without the Editor’s approval.

Direct correspondence to:
First Presbyterian Church
c/o the LANTERN
201 South High Street
Kirksville, Missouri 63501
Call or e-mail to
(660) 665-4473
presbykv(@socket.net




Notes From the Pastor
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AwEesoMmE!! AwesoME!! Those are the only words that come to mind when I
think about what we are about to celebrate for the “ump-teenth” time. The first
half of our Bible is filled with account after account of our God’s efforts to get
the human side of His Creation to voluntarily accept Him as The Lord of their
life. He tried to demonstrate the power that is available to all who come to
Him and the consequences that result for those who choose not to... electing
to do things “their way.”

A little over two thousand years ago, our God decided to try one more time
to get us to do it His way. As John’s Gospel puts it, “God so loved the world
that He gave His only son, so that everyone who believes and accepts shall not
die, but experience everlasting life.”

He planned and engineered the event in such a manner so as to be absolute-

ly explainable to all who had been the children of God under the existing

Are we still “cluttered” with a lot of extraneous
thougbts and ideas so that we miss the

Awesome event of Christmas?

Scriptures. At least it seemed like it should be very plain and visible. But their
lives had become so cluttered with extraneous ideas and thoughts, that many
missed the message completely and even turned against the one who God had
sent to rescue them.

Advent is a time when all of us can do some reflecting on how we are spend-
ing our time on Earth. Are we still “cluttered” with a lot of extraneous
thoughts and ideas so that we miss the AwesomE event of Christmas? What are
you focusing upon right now? What gifts am I going to give—and to whom?
What are my travel plans to visit relatives; how and when do I get the decora-
tions up; what parties must I attend? These are the worldly concerns for the
holiday. None of them have much to do with the purpose of God sending Jesus
into our midst.

So what do we do about that? May I suggest that each of you set aside some
special time during every day of Advent, when it is just you and God. It could be
at meal time with the whole family, when you are arising in the morning or
just going to bed at night, even a special time at work or during the day at
home.

By Christmas Eve we should have become so focused on what God has done
in our lives that Holy Communion will take on a whole new meaning for us.
When we light that candle during the service, we will come to believe that we
have been chosen to be a “light unto the world” and that through our efforts as
God’s children we can bring PEace oN EARTH AND Goop WiLL Towarp ALL
ProrLE!

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Pastor Lou
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Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 85:1—2, 813

2 Peter 3:8—15A

Mark 1:1—8
- T __) *++’
Third Sunday of Advent

Isaiah 61:1—4, 8—11
Psalm 126 or Luke 1:47—55
1 Thesselonians 5:16—24
John 1:6-8, 19—28
= Tom) *H,
Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1—11, 16
Luke 1:47—55 or

Psalm 89:1—4, 1926
Romans 16:25—27
Luke 1:26—38
= xR 0" 12
Nativity of Jesus Christ/ Christmas Day
Isaiah 62:6—12
Psalm 97
Titus 3:4—7
Luke 2:(1—7) 8—20
- nox( )R, 07 2
Nativity of Jesus Christ/ Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7—10
Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1—4, (5—12)
John 1:1—14

Pastor Lou is currently traveling

to Kirksville on one day of the week
other than Sunday, but that day
varies. Please call the church office to
find out when he will be in.

Elders and Deacons will also con-
tinue to help with pastoral care du-

ties during the interim period.



Youth News
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Campus Ministry youth bested
the Sr. High pYF group in their sec-
ond annual bowling outing, with a
combined score of §95. The Sr. High
group’s combined score was 441.
High bowler for cm was Devon
Williams with 137, and Kelli Scullen
led the pyE-ers with a score of 97.
Other participants and their scores
Galen Gibson-Correll
(130), Cheryl Gracey (123), Lesley
Sheridan (106), and Janis Keough
(99); PYF: Doug Keough (90), Bob
Keough (89), Molly Haman (85), and
Nick Kromnacker (80). A great time
was had by all!

Campus Ministry’s Supper on

were CM:

Sunday (sos) program continues to
meet during the school year on Sun-
day evenings at 5:30 Pm in the

Travers Room.
bl |
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Many are working on a Christmas
drama to be presented on at 5:30 Pm
on Sunday, December 11 during the
traditional White Gift Service. The
cast consists of persons from ages 5
to... uh, well, to older... and many
behind-the-scenes volunteers. It will
prove to be a meaningful service, so

mark you calendars now!
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How blessed we were on October
30 to have our Children’s Choir sing
during worship! Each chorister knew
the words, hand motions, and use of
the instruments perfectly. Thank you,
boys and girls, for making such a
wonderful gift to our worship.

$ , .

Hardy Sr. High pYF-ers headed to
Thousand Hills on Friday evening,
October 28 for an overnight camping
extravaganza. John Haman, Kelvin
Hodges, Doug Keough, Kathleen Ay-

ers and Molly Haman were the

The youth of First Presbyterian,
led by the Campus Ministry group,
took over services on the Fifth Sun-
day in October. Lesley Sheridan, a
Truman senior, organized the service
and gave the message entitled Re-
membering. Lesley was assisted by Tru-
man first-year students Carrie Os-
trowski, Melissa Brockman, and
Samantha Scott, all of whom per-
formed liturgist duties and helped
lead the congregation in singing.

The Senior High pYF group

served as greeters and ushers and

youthful campers. Nick Kromnacker,

Kelli Scullen, and Bob Keough pro-
vided adult supervision. Senior High
PYF meets on Monday evenings at
7:30 PM in the Travers Room. All se-

nior high youth are welcome!

$ &3

presented the Children’s Time mes-
sage led by Kelvin Hodges. Other Se-
nior High youth participants were
John Haman, Doug Keough, Molly
Haman, and Kathleen Ayers. The
Mid-High youth manned the coffee
time table in Fellowship Hall follow-
ing the service. Participants were
Matthew Matheney, Megan Math-
eney, Andrew Giovannini, Derek
Jones, and Michael Reader. The Oper-
ation J.O.Y. choir sang the choral in-

troit and the anthem.



Youth News

Quick
2 FAITH-

BUILDERS

Listed below are several sugges-
tions for books to give as gifts this
Christmas. How about taking up the
challenge to read and discuss the
books as a family, or with each child
separately? To purchase, you may use
the phone number or website listed,
or you may go to a Christian book-

store near you.

Two by Two:The Story of Noah’s
Ark, " 3" 4

Young children can take part in this
interactive retelling of Noah’s adven-
ture. (Ages 2—5)

$10.99; Kregel KidZone;

800-733-2607; www.kregel.com
All Safe On Board, "'

Follow these colorful characters as
they board the ark for a huge adven-
ture. (Ages 5—10)

S10.99; Candle Books;

800-733-2607; www.kregel.com
The Parable of Two Builders, "

Introduce kids to a modern retelling
of the two builders and their choices.
(Ages 4—6)

$9.99; ZonderKidz;

800-727-3480;

www.zonderkidz.com

Martin Luther: A Man Who
Changed the World, "' 5

Kids discover the life and purpose of
Martin Luther. (Ages 7—10)

$12.99;

Concordia Publishing House;
800-325-3040; www.cph.org

PageLand: A Story About Love and
Sharing and Working Together, "'

Enter a fantasy world where the
characters cause trouble until they
learn to work together. (Ages 7—12)
$14.99;

Broadman & Holman Publishers;
800-448-8032;

www.broadmanholman.com

My Life as a Prickly Porcupine
From Pluto,"" 6

McDoogle tells a small lie that leads
to real whoppers—will he ever stop
lying? (Ages 1o—12)

$5.99; Tommy Nelson;
800-933-9673;
www.tommynelson.com

[Quick Faith-Builders are found in Childrens’

Ministry Magazine, Jan/Feb 2005 issue, pages
78-81]

Campus Ministry, with the help of
many members and friends of First
Presbyterian, is continuing cleanup
and fix-up activities at Westminster
House. Much progress has been
made, including removal of the worn
carpets downstairs and application of
fresh paint in the front room and
kitchen. Plans for the house include
new carpet, more new paint, and a
general freshening of the place.

Many thanks to those who have
helped with labor and/or equipment
donations: John and Martha Rowe,
Lesley Sheridan, Fran Norman, Jay
Bulen, Greg Marshall, Linda Hud-
nall, Bonnie Collier, Paula Presley,
Jack and Dorothy Bloskovich, Mr.
and Mrs. Lou Wollenberg, Danny
Bull, Bob Keough, Cheryl Gracey,
Steve Carroll, Billie Allison and Scott
Thatcher; special thanks to Tim and
Elaine AuBuchon for donating a nice,
gently used stove.

Campus Ministry is tentatively
planning to make the house available
for Supper On Sunday meetings and
for other church group meetings and

classes in January, 2006.

3 # 4
The family of
Wally Doty
acknowledges
with deep appreciation
your Rind expression

of sympathy.

Thanks to all of the people who
prepared and served refreshments at
our father’s service.

Dixie Branscom

Wally Doty 11



Church News

Archives [continued from p. 7 fi

public address system had been given
to the church by Hermia Eggert and
her children in honor of their hus-
band and father, Ralph Eggert. The
new system would ease the work of
Rev. Graff, who had come down with
a case of laryngitis, would allow lis-
teners in the nursery and Fellowship
hall to hear the service, and would
ease radio broadcasts of the service.

In December of 1985, the parlor
table was given to the church, in
honor of Pearl Delores Funk. Her
daughters, Mary Ann Wayman and
Linda Hudnall, and granddaughter
Kim McClanahan gave this memori-
al.

In other news, the controversial
proposed Confession of 1967 was
still a topic of concern in December
1965. The Press reported, “Indications
are that strong opposition is building
up to the objectionable features of
the statement.” It was not clear in the
archives which material our congre-

gation viewed as objectionable.

3 * !

The Deacons continue to work on
a proposed van ministry, intended to
help interested people get to church
on Sundays. To move forward with
this project, we need people to drive
the van and people to ride in the van!

If you are interested in getting a
ride to church—either every Sunday
or on occasional Sundays—please
contact a Deacon or the church offi
ce. If you know of others we should
contact, let us know that as well.

Once demand is known, drivers
will be solicited from the congrega-

tion. Stay tuned for more news.
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October 20 was rather a gloomy
day as the Presby Seniors started out
in the church van. The destinations
were Swan Lake, Miller Pecan Farm,
and St. Andrew Church. But the
weather didn’t bother those inside—
in fact, the atmosphere inside the van
was cheerful and full of anticipation
about the day ahead.

The Swan Lake Welcome Center
was full of displays and information
about wildlife, which proved quite
interesting. The conservationist gave
us a map and some instructions for
our visit. While we didn’t see huge fl
ocks of geese, we did see a small fl
ock, along with two deer, a hawk, a
few turkeys, and egrets.

As we came out of the park, we
headed to Brunswick for lunch. Af-
terwards, we went to Miller Pecan
Farm. Now the shopping began, and
bought

pecans, bagged pecan halves, or can-

most  everyone cracked

dy with pecans in it. Mr. Miller gave

us a tour of the museum and ex-
plained the history and workings of a
pecan farm.

Finally, we loaded the van and
drove to see St. Andrew Church in
Wien. It rained on us all the way
from Brunswick—and we mean
rained! When we arrived, Ronnaug
got out to make sure the door was
unlocked, as promised. While every-
one wanted to see the church, we
weren’t too keen on the idea of get-
ting out in the pouring rain to do so.
However, umbrellas were put up and
we headed in. What a cathedral! Jan
read the history of the church while
we gazed at the ornate walls and
windows. When we were finally back
in the warm, dry van, someone said,
“And to think I almost missed it be-
cause of a little rain!”

So it was a good day, rain or no
rain. Anyone interested may join the
Presby Seniors on these outings. Just

contact the office or Jan Hartje.
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] Biehl Lyle Anderson

Bart Bultman Harvey Young

Laura Easley
Debbie King
Vera Burk
Esta Carter
Kerrin Smith
Travis Poston
Caroline Slavin
Tyson Barnes
lan Kling

Bob Keough
Shirley Sprehe
Perry Easley

Teri Haman

John Perrachione
Jaciel Pearson
Kimberly Easley
Thelma Kling
Kelvin Hodges
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Laura & Perry Easley
Jane & Tom Trimborn
Pat & David Lintner
Doris & Stanley Bohon
Amy & Seth Huston
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Church News & Business

¥ Notes From the Archives 3

Looking back in the archives, each December has, of course, been dominat-
ed by preparations for Christmas and for the White Gift Vesper Service. Each
year we’re reminded to remember the true significance of the Christmas holi-
day, and each year it may become more difficult to do that. The 1965 newslet-
ter (which didn’t pull any punches) phrased it this way:

A modern tradition is the sending of Christmas greetings to friends
and relatives. The range of sentiments and pictures available goes all
the way from the vulgar to the most spiritually artistic. Often the
cards bear no reference whatsoever to Christ, or to the meaning he
brings to human life. Let Christians give care to the selection of greet-
ing cards, as well as to all the customs of Christmas. Let the world
counterfect [sic.] the celebration, but let the joy, the carols, the giving,
the greeting of the redeemed of Christ be genuine.

In a season of giving, two other notable gifts to the church were recorded in

the Press. On December 8, 1965, the Press noted that a new tape recorder and

Archives [Continued on p. 6]
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Monthly Totals Year-to-Date
Income Expense Income Expense
Giving & Other Revenue
Restricted Program Transfer

Designated Income/Expense

Direct Mission

Pastoral Leadership
Worship & Music
Christian Education
Administrative

House & Grounds
General Needs

Campus Ministry
Membership Shepherding
Community Ministries
Rollins Ministry
Westminster House Ministry
Total

NOW Checking Account:

31 ¢ $

+ Esme Grace Aubuchon, daughter
of Tim and Elaine Aubuchon, was
baptized on November 6, 2005.

+ The Budget and Finance Commit-
tee would like your estimate of
giving as soon as possible. Please
drop it by the office, or put it in
the collection plate on December
4. Remember, it is up to each of
us to have our congregation ready
for a permanent pastor.

+ A teacher is needed for the Junior
High class.

+ Janet Coggins will be our organist

for the year 2006.

31t

+ Bob Sanders will be taking over
the job of coordinating our dona-
tions to the food pantry. Thanks to
John Settlage for performing this
job faithfully for many years.

+ Volunteers continue to be needed
by Hope’s Kitchen.

+ Emergency Relief Ministries con-
tinues to be very short of funds.
Deacons will consider a fund-rais-
er for this cause to be scheduled
in January or February.

+ Reports indicate that the coffee
time after church is well-received,
although the quality of the food
brought on some Sundays has
caused some to fear that it might
start to become more elaborate
than we can maintain. The Dea-
cons pledge to enjoy any goodies
contributed to coffee hour, while
Working to maintain its sirnplicity.

+ Deacons are planning their por-
tion of the White Gift Service. As
of this writing, Deacons have
identified at least 4 families, with
16 people, total. See story else-
where in the newsletter.



